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CITY OF MELVINDALE 
PERMIT FEE SCHEDULES 

ADOPTED MAY 15, 2005 (COUNCIL RESOLUTION 05-04-106) 
REVISED FEBRUARY 4, 2009 (COUNCIL RESOLUTION 09-02-023) 
REVISED JANUARY 15, 2014  (COUNCIL RESOLUTION 14-01-020) 

 
 

FOR PERMITS AND INSPECTIONS FOR ALL TRADES ( BUILDING, 
PLUMBING, MECHANICAL, AND ELECTRICAL):  
 
On ALL permits, Certificate of Occupancy applications, applications to all 
commissions, boards and all other similar items except contractor 
registrations, a non-refundable Administrative Fee applies: 
 
  $15.00 on items under $200.00 
  $25.00 on items of $200.00 or more 
 
Each permit issued by the Building Department shall have a $50.00 non-
refundable service fee. 
 
NSF Check Fees: For any and all checks to any and all departments 
processed and returned for non-payment to the City of Melvindale, a fee 
as established by the City must be paid. 
 
Delinquent Permit Fee for failure to secure permit (plus regular permit      
fee)   $100.00 
 
Two or more attempts to complete inspection with no access requires 
full permit or inspection fee to be paid again. 
 
Special Inspections – scheduled on a day and time that is not a regularly 
scheduled inspection date, including evenings, Saturdays, Sundays and 
holidays (plus regular permit fee)  $100.00 
 
Commercial permits (plus regular permit fee) $ 75.00 
 
Industrial permits (plus regular permit fee and any costs associated with 
safety training)  $100.00 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Commercial and Residential 
Building or Maintenance and Alterations 

 
Contractors Registration required for all commercial 
                                                    and residential work.  15.00 
 
REQUIRES copy of license for all residential work (except 
fences), liability and workers compensation if applicable. 
 
Permits for new construction, additions, alterations, etc., 
Engineer’s Site Plan Review is required.   * Minimum                                                         200.00 
(Fee collected with Planning Commission application.)                                    plus $1,000 escrow 
 
*NOTE: Additional amounts charged with Building Permit Fee. 
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____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Blue Print Plan Review charged when construction drawings 
are submitted. 
 
Charge as applicable - NO REFUNDS. 
 
Building Minimum  50.00 
Electrical Minimum  50.00 
Heating Minimum  50.00 
Plumbing Minimum  50.00 
 
Review of Revised Drawing: Site Plan  50.00 

Each additional page  25.00 
All Other Drawings: First page  15.00 

Each additional page  10.00 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BASIC BUILDING/REMODELING PERMIT FEE (unless otherwise noted) 
 
Up to first $1,000.00 of construction, minimum    50.00 
Each additional $1,000.00 or fraction    10.00 
per thousand with no top end. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DEMOLITION 
 
Garage/plus Electrical if required    75.00 
Single Family Residence  200.00 
Two-Family Residence or Commercial under 5,000 sq ft 300.00 
Commercial over 5,000 sq ft = $.06 per sq ft minimum 300.00 
 
Note: Wrecking permit expires 30 days after issue date. 
          Wrecking contractor MUST supply Proof of Liability 
          Insurance and wrecking clearances from utilities. 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
SIGNS 
 
New freestanding sign or off site sign  100.00 
Building mounted sign (each sign or side of building)   50.00 
Face change for existing signs    50.00/sign 
 
Note: Plus Electrical Permit if required. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SWIMMING POOLS  - SPAS  - JACUZZIS (ZONING PERMIT FEE) 
 
Replaces Ordinance 354 Fees.  Any swimming pool in excess of 
2 feet deep or 250 sq ft requires an electrical permit. 
 
All in-ground pools, spas or jacuzzis require a plumbing 
permit and electrical permit. 
 
Pool and Deck Area 
 

Freestanding up to 400 sq ft    50.00 
Freestanding pool & deck area over 400 sq ft   50.00 
In ground pool, spa or jacuzzi    75.00 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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FENCES        (FENCE PERMIT FEES) 
 
New or replacement four (4) foot chain link, residential fencing 
Less than 40 ft. in length    25.00 
 
Four (4) foot fence permit    75.00 
 (for the first 150 ft. plus $.10 per additional ft.) 
 
Six (6) foot fence permit  100.00 
 (for the first 150 ft. plus $.25 per additional ft.) 
 
Commercial in excess of six (6) foot fence permit                                                                 125.00 
 (for the first 150 ft. plus $.25 per additional ft.) 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY AND CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE INSPECTION 
 
Single Family Residence  180.00 
Two-family Residence  250.00 
Multiple Residential - per building/common area 180.00 

Plus each unit    65.00 
Commercial or Manufacturing - under 10,000 sq ft 250.00 

     each additional 10,000 sq ft or fraction thereof 100.00 
 
Note: Certificate of Occupancy inspection normally reveals violations. 

After violation corrections are made, RE-INSPECTION PERMIT(S) 
are required for each trade in which violations are found.  Minimum each  50.00 

 
Checklist of common violations is available. 
Building reinspection fee required on 3rd or more reinspection  50.00 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
CONCRETE OR ASPHALT  ZONING PERMIT FEE 
 
New concrete or asphalt: $.15 per sq. ft. up to 500 sq. ft. Minimum  50.00 

                    
Replacement of any concrete or asphalt:   $.15 per sq. ft. Minimum  50.00 

up to 500 sq. ft. 
Additional in excess of 500 sq. ft.:     $.10 per sq. ft. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ACCESSORY STRUCTURES AND RENOVATIONS 
 
Sheds under 200 sq. ft., including foundation & floor (electrical separate) Zoning   50.00 
 
Residential garages, including foundation & floor (electrical separate) 150.00 
 
Decks and gazebos (electrical separate)     50.00 
 
Re-roof house and/or garage     50.00 
Tear-off and replace roof, house or house and garage    75.00 
Tear-off and replace garage roof only     50.00 
 
Commercial and Residential 
Replacement windows or doors, including glass block (1-5)    50.00 

Each additional in excess of five (5)       5.00 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
 
Appeal before the Zoning Board   200.00 * 
Rezoning request   250.00 * 
Special Approval request   200.00 * 
Special Meeting request   150.00 * 
 
* Plus cost of publication and mailing postage. 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

Mechanical Permits 

 
GAS FIRED EQUIPMENT 
 
Installation Permits  (new or replacement) 
 
Base Permit Fee      50.00 
 
Burner input rating: 
 
 50,000 BTU/hr 
 
 First 5 units at each occupancy   (each unit)     50.00 
 Each additional unit over 5   (at same occupancy)    25.00 
 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
 
 50,001 to 300,000 BTU/hr 
 
 First 5 units at each occupancy   (each unit)     60.00 
 Each additional unit over 5   (at same occupancy)    30.00 
 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
 
 300,001 to 500,000 BTU/hr 
 
 First 5 units at each occupancy   (each unit)    75.00 
 Each additional unit over 5   (at same occupancy)   40.00 
 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
 
 500,001 BTU/hr and above                 (each unit)     85.00 
 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
 
Combination gas/oil (each burner)     50.00 
Alterations to existing burner or furnace installation/each     35.00 
Preliminary Inspection (each visit)     35.00 
Homeowner Permits   (same as above) 
Gas piping permits (per outlet or gas valve)    10.00 
Hot Water Heater      25.00 
Solar Hot Air (each panel)     35.00 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 



Page 5 of 13 

FLUE DAMPER, HUMIDIFIER, AIR CLEANER PERMITS 
 
 First      30.00 
 Each additional   (at same location)    10.00 
Damper permit with new furnace installation NOT REQUIRED 
 
INSTALLATION PERMITS   GAS FIRED INFRA-RED HEATERS 
 
Heaters with input ratings not exceeding 50,000 BTU/hr 
 First five (5) units at each occupancy/building (each unit)    50.00 
 Over 5   (each unit)    15.00 
 
  
 
 
Heaters with input ratings 50,001 to 500,000 BTU/hr 
 First five (5) units at each occupancy  (each unit)   60.00
 Over 5  (each unit)   40.00 
  
Heaters with input ratings 500,001 BTU and over per hour 
 Each unit     85.00 
 
Chimneys,  Vents,  Masonry,  Metal,  Other     25.00 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DOMESTIC SPACE HEATING DISTRIBUTION SYSTEMS 
 
INSTALLATION, ALTERATION AND DUCTWORK PERMITS 
 
Space heating distribution system – existing or alterations    50.00 
Commercial ductwork to each unit  + $.20 per foot    35.00 
 
Note:  Steam and hot water, see Wet Heat distribution. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SPECIAL INSPECTIONS 
 
Information inspection of existing residential heating or 
air conditioning equipment  (visual only)     35.00 
 
Gas piping permits per outlet – per residence     10.00 
Commercial gas piping per outlet or $10/unit/building    10.00 
 Whichever is greater 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
FUEL OIL FIRED EQUIPMENT  -  Burners,  Tanks  -  Equipment 
 
Installation Permits – Burners 
 Vented room heaters (each)     50.00
 Oil burners  (new or replacement) 5 GPH and under each 
   including above ground fuel oil not to exceed 550 glns.    60.00 
 Oil burners  (new or replacement) over 5 GPH  (each)    85.00 
 Combination gas/oil burner (each)     85.00 
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INSTALLATION PERMITS  - TANKS OR DRUMS  
 
Permit Fee – minimum    100.00  
Total drums not to exceed 550 glns  above ground (each)  100.00 
Underground tank  (inspection prior to backfill)  (each)  100.00 
      Gallons 
             551         -         5,000 each tank  See office 
          5,001         -       20,000 each tank  See office 
        20,001         -       50,000 each tank  See office 
        50,001         -     200,000 each tank  See office 
      200,001         -     and over each tank  See office 
 
Note:  Total permit fee shall be the sum of burner or heater fees, plus tank or drum fees. 
 
 
 
FLAMMABLE LIQUIDS 
 
Inspections, Certificate for Special or Shop Inspection of 
Flammable Liquid Storage Tanks/ Oil / Gas Burning Equipment (each)    35.00 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
STORAGE TANKS  -  INSTALLATION PERMITS 
 
Gasoline  -  Fuel Oil  -  amount listed for each tank              100.00 
   not to exceed 550 glns     
Underground up to 550 glns    100.00 
 
      Gallons 
             551         -         5,000 each tank  See office       
          5,001         -       20,000 each tank  See office 
        20,001         -       50,000 each tank  See office 
        50,001         -     200,000 each tank  See office       
      200,001         -     and over each tank  See office 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BOILERS  - INSTALLATION PERMITS – Also required State of Michigan boiler permit in some 
cases 
Steam and Hot Water  -  Boilers 
 
                 0         -      500,000 BTU     90.00 
      500,001         -   1,000,000 BTU              100.00 
    1,000,001        -   1,500,000 BTU              115.00 
    1,500,001        -   2,000,000 BTU              125.00 
    2,000,001        -       and over      See office 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
WET HEAT DISTRIBUTION  (Same as Warm Air Duct Work) 
 
Up to 1-1/4” pipe  (up to 150 lineal ft)    35.00 
Up to 1-1/2” pipe  (up to 250 lineal ft)    35.00 
Up to 2” pipe         (up to 350 lineal ft)    35.00 
Over 2” pipe          (up to 500 lineal ft)    35.00 
 ADD   $.10 per ft in excess of schedule 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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LIQUIFIED PETROLEUM GAS SYSTEMS AND STORAGE 
 
Installation Permits  -  Each system having an aggregate 
connected liquid capacity of: 
 
      -0-     to          30 gallons     35.00 
       30      to          60 gallons     35.00 
       61      to        500 gallons              100.00 
    501      to     1,200 gallons          See office 
 1,200      and over          See office 
 
Alteration Permit     35.00 
 
REFRIGERATING SYSTEM 
 
Installation Permits – Minimum              50.00 
 
Self-contained systems activated by motors or engines: 
 4 HP or less   (first 5 units each occupancy) each            50.00 
 Over 5 units  (at each occupancy)  each            20.00 
 
Remote systems activated by motors or engines: 
 5 HP or less  each            50.00 
 
Systems and/or compressors activated by motors or engines: 
 5 HP      to        50 HP  each            50.00 
                51 HP      to      100 HP  each            50.00 
              101 HP      and over  each          100.00 
 
Multiple Domestic Systems serving more than two (2) 
families  - each evaporator (new installation)              10.00 
 
Note: No less than $35.00 will be charged for any one permit. 
 
Alterations to each system 
 (this does not include additional compressors)   15.00 
 
Combination heating & cooling units require heating and 
refrigeration permits according to sizes listed above. 
 
Preliminary Inspection – each visit    35.00 
 
Information Inspection of existing residential heating or 
air conditioning equipment  (visual inspection only)   35.00 
 
 
FIRE SUPPRESSION SYSTEMS – Including sprinkler systems and restaurant hoods          See office 
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PLUMBING PERMITS 

 
Base Fee     50.00 
Installation of Fixtures 
 
Minimum permit fee to install any single item  (see schedule)   35.00 
 
Replacements 
Minimum permit fee to install any single item  (see schedule)   35.00 
 Note:  No waste or water piping changed. 
 
Plumbing Survey Corrections 
Minimum permit fee for correction  - any single item  (see schedule)  35.00 
 Note:  Each additional item corrected requires 
 additional amount listed in schedule. 
 
Additional Permit 
Minimum permit fee to install, replace or correct any one item of additional equipment 
prior to the completion of plumbing work involving a permit previously issued.  25.00 
  Note:  Each item in addition to the first requires additional amount listed in schedule. 
Special Inspections 
 
 Work not ready    50.00 
 Re-inspection    50.00 
 Information permit  (hourly rate) or fraction thereof   50.00 
 Special inspection or installation of plumbing equipment 
 not specifically prescribed  (hourly rate) or fraction   50.00 
 
Revision of approved plumbing layout -First page   15.00 
  -Each additional page  10.00 
 
 
PLUMBING FIXTURES   -  SCHEDULE 
 
For each stack or stack alteration  (soil, waste, vent, inside conductor, house trap, or clean out), 
sump or interceptor, pump device       15.00 
 
Water closets   10.00 Water distribution 

Bath    10.00 ¾ inch   20.00 

Lavatories    10.00 1 inch   25.00 

Sinks    10.00 1-1/4 inch   50.00 

Laundry trays   10.00 1-1/2 inch   50.00 

Floor drains   10.00 2 inch   50.00 

Shower traps   10.00 2-1/2 inch            100.00 

Hot water tank   25.00 3 inch            100.00  

Drinking fountain   10.00 4 inch            150.00 

Urinals    10.00 Over 4 inches            200.00 

Soda fountain or bar   10.00 Catch basins              50.00 
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Humidifiers   10.00 Manholes              50.00 

Garbage disposal   10.00 Sanitary sewer tap to main                                 250.00 

Dishwasher   10.00 (no Y connect) 

Auto washer   10.00 Sanitary sewer tap 

Hose bibbs    10.00 6 inch to 8 inch/Y                                        150.00 

Sprinkler heads  Storm sewer 0 inch  -   8 inch                      150.00 

     (1 – 50)    4.00/each                          10 inch   - 12 inch                     250.00 

    (over 50)   3.00/each Detention System          500.00 

Other/ Backflow device  15.00 Repair of riser – Escrow Deposit                       150.00 
     Required Pursuant to Council 
     Resolution 10-12-282   (See office) 

Transfer of Permit            35.00 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

ELECTRICAL PERMITS 

 
MINIMUM PERMIT FEE:    50.00 
 
NOT LESS THAN $50.00 WILL BE CHARGED FOR ANY ONE PERMIT. 
 
 
CIRCUITS 
 
First 100 circuits (new or extended) (each circuit)   10.00 
Each additional circuit over 100      8.00 
Residential smoke alarms (each)     4.00 
 
 
ROUGH INSPECTION   (concealed wiring – each permit)    35.00 
 
 
FIXTURES: 
 
Each 20 lamps or tubes or fraction thereof    20.00 
 
 A.   Parking lot poles (each)   25.00  
 
 
ELECTRICAL POWER UNITS: 
 
Office partitions  (first union)    25.00 
Each additional partition      4.00 
 
INCLUDES MOTORS, TRANSFORMERS, POWER PLUGS, GENERATORS, RECTIFIERS, 
CAPACITORS, WELDERS, FLOOD LAMPS 1,000 WATTS OR OVER, AND/OR POWER 
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UNITS BASED ON HORSEPOWER, KW OR KVA RATING. 
 
 
  FIRST     NEXT 200              EACH UNIT 
  UNIT      UNIT EACH          OVER 201*        
¼ HP,  KW OR KVA TO 10 
HP, KW, KVA OR POWER PLUG 15.00   6.00     6.00 
OVER 10   TO   30 17.00   8.00     8.00 
OVER 30   TO   50 20.00 15.00   15.00 
OVER 50   TO  100 25.00 17.00   17.00 
OVER 100  30.00 20.00   20.00
 (ABOVE FEES INCLUDE BRANCH CIRCUIT WIRING TO THE EQUIPMENT) 
 
 
FEES FOR MOTORS OF LESS THAN ¼ HP ON OTHER THAN HEATING UNITS SHALL BE 
BASED ON THE NUMBER OF CIRCUITS SUPPLYING SUCH MOTORS.  (SEE ITEM #2) 
 
 
*THIS COLUMN APPLIES WHEN TOTAL UNITS ON A PERMIT FOR ALL CATEGORIES 
EXCEED 201 UNITS WITH THE 201 UNITS COMPUTED IN REVERSE ORDER OF THE ABOVE 
FEE SCHEDULE. 
 
 
REINSPECTION FEE   50.00 
 
 
ELECTRIC RANGES, OVENS, DRYERS AND WATER HEATERS 
 
First unit    15.00 
Each additional unit   10.00 
 

 (A built-in over and range top shall be considered as one unit in determining permit fee.) 
 
 
 

NEW SERVICE 
 
Temporary for light, heat, power or permanent service only: 
100 amperes or less   50.00 
101 to 400 amperes   50.00 
Over 400 amperes or temporary primary service   50.00 
 
 Temporary service for new single and two family dwellings may be granted 
 without additional charge on the permanent service, if requested when making 
 application for the original wiring permit, and provided temporary is ready 
 at the time of first inspection. 
 
CHANGE OF SERVICE 
 
100 amperes or less   25.00 
101 to 400 amperes   40.00 
Over 400 amperes   50.00 
 
ADDITIONAL PERMIT FOR EQUIPMENT INSTALLED AND INSPECTED 
 
But not included in open original permit within six (6) months of  
original permit issue date.  Combination rates shall apply on additions 
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and permit application must be marked “Addition to Permit #_________.” 
 

 
Minimum permit fee   50.00 
 
TRANSFER OF PERMITS 
Each permit   50.00 
 
OUTDOOR METER CABINETS  -  (IN EXISTING SERVICE) 
 
Each location   25.00 
 
REPAIRS  -  (GENERAL AND MINOR REPAIRS) 
 
Repairs and alterations not specifically covered in this schedule  35.00 
 
INSPECTION  (SPECIAL,  ADDITIONAL,  INVESTIGATIONS, ETC.) 
 
Inspections or investigations not specifically covered in this schedule, 
each hour or fraction thereof   50.00 
 
FEEDERS   (CONDUITS,  WIREWAYS,  BUS DUCTS,  CABLES,  ETC.) 
 
First 100’ or less             25.00 
Next 1,000’ each additional 100’ or fraction thereof            10.00  
Over 1,000’ each additional 100’ or fraction thereof              5.00 
 
UNDERFLOOR RACEWAYS, HEADERS FOR CELLULAR FLOORS, ETC. 
 
First 100’ or less             25.00 
Next 1,000’ each 100’ or fraction thereof             25.00 
Next 10,000’ each 100’ or fraction thereof    5.00 
Over 11,100’ each 1,000’ or fraction thereof    5.00 
 
RESIDENTIAL ELECTRICAL SPACE HEATING 
 
First room              25.00 
Each additional room             10.00 
 For supplemental heating and other occupancies,  
 Use KW rating per unit under Item (4) in schedule. 
 
MOTION PICTURE APPARATUS   -  each machine            30.00 
 
SPECIAL INSPECTIONS: 

Carnivals              150.00 
Circuses              150.00 
Shop inspection refrigeration, etc. Each unit – each visit           100.00 
Theatrical road shows             150.00 
Temporary wiring 
 Conventions, displays, exhibits, etc., including 
 lighting, motors, and other electrical equipment: 
     Up to 100,000 sq. ft. of display area            150.00 
     Over 100,000 to 200,000 sq. ft.             150.00 
     Over 200,000 to 300,000 sq. ft.             150.00 
     Over 300,000 to 400,000 sq. ft.             150.00 
     Over 400,000 sq. ft.             200.00 
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 Temporary outdoor decorative displays              40.00 
 
 
SIGN CONNECTION ONLY 
Each sign, first circuit    25.00 
 (Provided inspection is made at the same time and same location) 
Each additional circuit    10.00 
 
 
OUTLINE TUBING  -  (CONNECTION) 
Each 50’ or fraction thereof    10.00 
 
 

HEATING AND AIR CONDITIONING FEES 
 
Furnace     20.00 
Air Conditioning    20.00 
Air Conditioning & Furnace  (if combination units)   35.00 
Condensate Pump    10.00 
Air Cleaner    10.00 
Humidifier     10.00 
I.A.C. Meter    25.00 
 
 
FIRE ALARM SYSTEMS 
 
Not less than $50.00 will be charged for any one permit for fire alarm systems. Permits for fire alarm 
systems shall be on a separate permit form listing only fire alarm items.  One hour’s time will be 
computed separately and not in connection with other items in the following schedule: 
 
 A. DRILL & PULL STATIONS 
     First 5 stations or less    25.00 
     Each additional 2 stations    10.00 
 
 B. FIRE ALARM SIGNAL DEVICES  (HORN OR BELL): 
     First 5 devices or less    10.00 
     Each additional 4 stations or fraction thereof   10.00 
 
 C. HEAT OR SMOKE DETECTORS: 
     First 5 detectors or less    10.00 
     Each additional 4 detectors or fraction thereof     7.00 
 
 D. HOUSE MASTER PANEL  -  EACH PANEL   35.00 
 
 E. SPRINKLER SYSTEM  -  WET ONLY   35.00 
 
 F. SPRINKLER SYSTEM  -  WET AND DRY   45.00 
 
Alterations or additions to existing systems    35.00 
 
All existing systems being connected to the Melvindale Fire Department 
central system will be treated as new work. 
 
Electric motors, circuits, fixtures, heater units, service changes, etc., will be charged 
at the rates established by the applicable fee schedules. 
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STANDBY GENERATOR  (ANY OCCUPANCY) 
 
0 to 30 Total KW or KVA              100.00 
Over 30 Total KW or KVA              150.00 
 
POOL AND SPA  (ALL WIRING)                35.00 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
RESIDENTIAL RENTAL PROPERTY REGISTRATION 
 
Single Family Residence    $35.00 
Two Family Residence    $37.00 
 
Multiple Residential: 
 Each property    $35.00 
 Plus each unit    $  2.00 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 


