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Regular Council Meeting of the City of Melvindale was held in the Council Chambers on 
Wednesday, September 4, 2024 at 7:30 p.m.   
  
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Nicole M. Shkira and roll call was taken:  
  
PRESENT COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Jackson, Abuali, Filipowski, Rauser, Frederick, Cartrette 
 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Linda Land, City Clerk; Khaled Ahmed, Treasurer; Lawrence J. Coogan, 
Corporation Counsel; Richard Ortiz, City Administrator/Finance Director, Robert Kennaley, 
Chief of Police; Kelly Meister, Assistant Fire Chief; Brad Burns, Chief Building Official; Larrie 
Ordus, DPW Director; Renee Cook, Field House Director 
 
24-09-375 Moved by Jackson, supported by Rauser, to explore the Dance and Grow Pilot 
Program presented by Lisa Dietz.  
  
Passed Unanimously  
 
24-09-376 Moved by Rauser, supported by Cartrette, to approve the Regular Council meeting 
minutes dated August 21, 2024. 
 
Yeas:  Jackson, Abuali, Rauser, Frederick, Cartrette 
Abstain:  Filipowski 
Motion passed  
  
24-09-377 Moved by Frederick, supported by Rauser, to approve the hiring of 3 people to the 
Police Academy in January.  
  
Passed Unanimously  
 
24-09-378 Moved by Rauser, supported by Filipowski, to pursue a contract with Enterprise 
Lease Program.  
 
Passed Unanimously  
  
24-09-379 Moved by Jackson and supported by Rauser, to approve the pay increases for the 
library staff for Nagat:  From Library Clerk to Library Assistant - hourly pay from $13 to $16; 
Jessica:  Library Assistant - hourly pay from $15 to $18; and Jeannine:  Library Director - from 
$56,000 yearly to $70,000 yearly.  
    
Passed Unanimously 
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24-09-380 Moved by Filipowski, supported by Rauser, to enter into closed session at 8:23 p.m.  
to discuss MAP Staff and Command and pending litigation. 
 
Passed Unanimously 
 
24-09-381 Moved by Filipowski, supported by Jackson to reconvene the regular meeting at 8:46 
p.m. 
 
Passed Unanimously 
  
24-09-382 Moved by Filipowski, supported by Jackson, to settle all litigation regarding the 
Melvindale Trailer Court property, located at 17742 Dix Road.  Defendants, Musa Shohatee and 
National Realty Holdings, LLC, shall receive the purchase price of $123,027, minus $15,583.90 
in taxes owed to Wayne County; $3,935.64 in taxes owed to the City of Melvindale and $3,600 
owed to the City for grass cutting.  The City shall refund $99,907.46, made payable to Musa 
Shohatee and his attorney, Lameese Nazzal.  
 
Passed Unanimously  
  
Audience Participation 
 
24-09-383 Moved by Rauser, supported by Cartrette, to approve a pay raise for Renee Cook, 
Fieldhouse Director, from $17 to $20 hourly. 
  
Passed Unanimously   
  
24-09-384 Moved by Rauser, supported by Cartrette, to have Corporation Council investigate the 
incident involving Joe Jackson, Council and the Mayor’s Secretary, Cecilia Dally.  
  
Yeas:  Abuali, Filipowski, Rauser, Frederick, Cartrette  
Abstain:  Jackson 
Motion Passes 
 
24-09-385 Moved by Filipowski, supported by Rauser, to accept the resignation letter from Mary 
Glowe from the Planning Commission. 
 
Passed Unanimously  
 
24-09-386 Moved by Filipowski, supported by Rauser, to table the nomination of Janet 
Pawelczyk to the Planning Commission. 
  
Passed Unanimously  
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24-09-387 Moved by Abuali, supported by Jackson, to receive and place on file the invoice and 
cover sheet and to authorize the payment of invoices totaling $272,769.16 and the electronic 
transfers totaling $0.   
  
Passed Unanimously 
 
24-09-388 Moved by Jackson, supported by Cartrette, to adjourn the meeting at 9:50 p.m. No 
objections, so ordered.  
 
Passed Unanimously  
   
 
  
  
  
  
_____________________________________  _____________________________                                                                     
Mayor Nicole Shkira                               Linda Land, City Clerk  
  
 
 


