
Regular Council Meeting of the City of Melvindale was held in the Council Chambers on 
Wednesday, November 20, 2024 at 7:30 p.m.  
 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Nicole M. Shkira and roll call was taken: 
 
PRESENT COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Jackson, Filipowski, Frederick, Cartrette 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Linda Land, City Clerk; Richard S. Ortiz, City Administrator/Finance 
Director; Lawrence J. Coogan, Corporation Counsel;  
Robert Kennaley, Chief of Police; Laura Ridenour, Deputy Fire Chief;  
John Resac, Inspector Building Department; Larrie Ordus, DPW Director; Renee Cook, 
Fieldhouse Director, Sandy Law, Senior Center 
 
Councilman Saleim Abuali was absent and excused. 
 
24-11-464 Moved by Jackson and supported by Filipowski, to approve the Regular Council 
meeting minutes dated November 6, 2024. 
 
Passed Unanimously 
 
24-11-465 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Jackson, to remove from table the 
appointment of Wheeler T. Marsee, Jr., to the City Council to fill the unexpired term of Julie 
Rauser expiring on November 17, 2027. 
 
Passed Unanimously  
 
24-11-466 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Jackson, to appoint Wheeler T. Marsee, Jr. to 
the City Council to fill the unexpired term of Julie Rauser expiring on November 17, 2027. 
 
Yeas: Jackson, Filipowski, Cartrette 
Nays: None 
Abstain: Frederick 
Motion Carries 
 
24-11.467 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Jackson, to remove from table the nomination 
of Scott Hall, to the Planning Commission to replace the unexpired term of Mary Glowe, term 
expiring November 19, 2025. 
 
Passed Unanimously 
 
24-11-468 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Jackson, to appoint Scott Hall, to the Planning 
Commission to replace the unexpired term of Mary Glowe, term expiring November 19, 2025. 
 
Passed Unanimously 
 



24-11-469 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Jackson, to remove from table the nomination 
of Carin McPherson to the Planning Commission to fill the vacant term, new term expires 
November 18, 2026. 
 
Passed Unanimously 
   
24-11.470 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Jackson, to appoint Carin McPherson to the 
Planning Commission to fill the vacant term, new term expires November 18, 2026. 
 
Passed Unanimously 
  
24-11-471 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Cartrette, to remove from table the 
nomination of Don Clinton to the Public Safety Commission, new term expires November 21, 
2029. 
 
Passed Unanimously 
 
24-11-472 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Jackson, to appoint Don Clinton to the Public 
Safety Commission, new term expires November 21, 2029. 
 
Passed Unanimously 
 
24-11-473 Moved by Jackson and supported by Filipowski, to establish an eligibility list by civil 
service exam for future DPW employees.  
 
Passed Unanimously  
 
24-11-474 Moved by Cartrette and supported by Filipowski, to adopt the following resolution: 
 
WHEREAS, The City of Melvindale wishes to construct improvements to its existing water 
treatment and distribution system; and 
 
WHEREAS, the water system improvements project formally adopted on April 19, 2023 
will be funded through the state of Michigan’s Drinking Water State Revolving Fund 
(DWSRF) program; and  
 
WHEREAS, The City of Melvindale has sought and received construction bids for the 
proposed improvements and has received a low bid in the amount of $4,493,016.95 from 
Inner City Contracting, LLC; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City’s engineer, Nick Yuvan of Hennessey Engineers, has been 
recommended awarding the contract to the low bidder, with a six (6) percent contingency, 
for a total construction amount of 4,762,597.97. 
 



NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Melvindale tentatively awards 
the contract for construction of the proposed water system improvements project to Inner 
City Contracting, LLC contingent upon successful financial arrangements with DWSRF 
 
Passed Unanimously 
 
 
24-11-475 Moved by Cartrette and supported by Filipowski, to adopt the following resolution: 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Melvindale wishes to construct improvements to its existing water 
treatment and distribution system; and  
 
WHEREAS, the water system improvements project formally adopted on April 19, 2023 
will be funded through the state of Michigan’s Drinking Water State Revolving Fund 
(DWSRF) program; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Melvindale has sought and received construction bids for the 
proposed improvements and has awarded construction contracts to Inner City 
Contracting, LLC in the amount of $4,762,597.97 for the Water Main Replacement 
Program, and to Five Star Energy Services, LLC in the amount of $2,680,665.50 for the 
Lead Service Line Replacement Program; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City’s engineer, Nick Yuvan of Hennessey Engineers, has submitted a 
proposal for the construction engineering portion of the project, for a total construction 
engineering services amount of $1,026,000.00. 
 
NOW HEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Melvindale tentatively awards the 
contract for construction engineering services for the proposed water system improvements 
project to Hennessey Engineers, Inc contingent upon successful financial arrangements 
with DWSRF. 
 
Passed Unanimously 
 
 
24-11-476 Moved by Jackson and supported by Filipowski, to adopt a resolution to concur with 
the Planning Commission approval of 3065 Oakwood suite D to become a bakery. 1000sqft. 
 
Passed Unanimously 
 
24-11-477 Moved by Jackson and supported by Filipowski, to approve the purchase of a new 
couch and chair set for the Fieldhouse not to exceed $5000. 
 
Passed Unanimously 
  
24-11-478 Moved by Jackson and supported by Filipowski, to extend the marijuana moratorium 
consistent with last year’s resolution. 



Passed Unanimously 
 
 
24-11.479 Moved by Jackson and supported by Filipowski, to review and place on file the 
October 2024 Treasurer’s report. 
 
Passed Unanimously 
 
Audience Participation: 
 
24-11-480 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Cartrette, to approve the extension of the 
contract with Discover Downriver to a two (2) year contract. 
 
Passed Unanimously  
 
24-11-481 Moved by Cartrette and supported by Jackson, to approve Rich Ortiz to place an 
employment ad for an assessor for the City of Melvindale. 
 
Passed Unanimously 
 
24-11-482 Moved by Cartrette and supported by Filipowski, to waive the seven (7) day waiting 
period so the ad for a new city assessor can be placed immediately. 
 
Passed Unanimously 
 
24-11-483 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Jackson, to receive and place on file the 
invoice and cover sheet and to authorize the payment of invoices totaling $492,180.03 and the 
electronic transfer of $343,576.20. 
 
Passed Unanimously 
 
24-11-484 Moved by Cartrette and supported by Jackson, to adjourn at 9:11 p.m., no objections, 
so ordered. 
 
Passed Unanimously 
 
 
 
 
 
 
____________________________                                            ____________________________    
Mayor Nicole Shkira                              Linda Land, City Clerk 
 


