
Regular Council Meeting of the City of Melvindale was held in the Council Chambers on 
Wednesday, December 4, 2024 at 7:30 p.m.  
 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Nicole M. Shkira and roll call was taken: 
 
PRESENT COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Jackson, Abuali, Filipowski, Frederick, Cartrette 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Linda Land, City Clerk; Richard S. Ortiz, City Administrator/Finance 
Director; Lawrence J. Coogan, Corporation Counsel;  
Robert Kennaley, Chief of Police; Laura Ridenour, Deputy Fire Chief;  
John Resac, Inspector Building Department; Larrie Ordus, DPW Director; Renee Cook, 
Fieldhouse Director, Sandy Law, Senior Center 
 
 
24-12-485 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Cartrette, to adopt the following resolution: 
 
WHEREAS, The City of Melvindale wishes to construct improvements to its existing water 
wastewater collection system; and 
 
WHEREAS, the wastewater system improvements project formally adopted on April 19, 
2023 will be funded through the state of Michigan’s Clean Water State Revolving Fund 
(CWSRF) program; and  
 
WHEREAS, The City of Melvindale has sought and received construction bids for the 
proposed improvements and has received a low bid in the amount of $368,298.06 from 
Taplin Group, LLC; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City’s engineer, Nick Yuvan of Hennessey Engineers, has been 
recommended awarding the contract to the low bidder, with a six (6) percent contingency, 
for a total construction amount of $390,395.00. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Melvindale tentatively awards 
the contract for construction of the proposed water system improvements project to Taplin 
Group, LLC, contingent upon successful financial arrangements with the CWSRF. 
 
Passed Unanimously 
 
24-12-486 Moved by Jackson and supported by Filipowski, to increase the contract award to 
Five Star Energy Services for the Melvindale LSLR Program FY2024 from a total of 
$2,680,665.50 to a total of $3,017,402.03. 
 
Passed Unanimously 
 
24-12-487 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Jackson, to approve the Regular Council 
meeting minutes dated November 20, 2024. 
 



Passed Unanimously 
 
24-12-488 Moved by Jackson and supported by Abuali, to approve the Wayne County Annual 
Permits for: A-25150 Special Events, A-25117 Pavement Restoration and A-25062 Maintenance. 
 
Passed Unanimously  
 
24-12-489 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Jackson, to authorize Linda Land, City Clerk, 
to publish a public hearing notice for December 18, 2024 the proposed 2025 budget.  
 
Passed Unanimously  
 
24-12.490 Moved by Jackson and supported by Filipowski, to approve the Winoa Frost Law 
annual permit for $19,000 for one (1) year. 
 
Passed Unanimously 
 
24-12-491 Moved by Jackson and supported by Filipowski, to approve Corporation Counsel, 
Lawrence Coogan, to open negotiations with GFL to modify the current invoice. 
 
Passed Unanimously 
 
24-12-492 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Jackson, to approve Corporation Counsel, 
Lawrence Coogan, to negotiate with Miller Law on the current invoice #82816 for $10,881.25. 
 
Passed Unanimously 
   
24-12-493 Moved by Cartrette and supported by Filipowski, to authorize a Public Hearing 
Notice for Ordinance 783 – To prohibit hourly rentals at hotels/motels. 
 
Passed Unanimously 
  
24-12-494 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Abuali, to close regular meeting at 7:52pm for 
Contractual Negotiations (MAP Staff & Command) and AFSCME 
 
Passed Unanimously 
 
24-12-495 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Jackson, to reconvene the regular meeting at 
8:18pm. 
 
Passed Unanimously 
 
24-12-496 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Jackson, to approve the proposed memo of 
understanding that was approved and adopted by the union to allow an upgrade in the step-pay 
for receiving certain certifications in the Assessor’s office. 
 



Passed Unanimously  
 
24-12-497 Moved by Jackson and supported by Filipowski, to override the Mayor’s veto of 
Council resolution 24-11-466 adopted on November 20, 2024. 
 
Yeas: Jackson, Filipowski, Frederick, Cartrette 
Nays: None 
Abstain: Abuali 
 
Motion Passed. 
 
24-12-498 Moved by Jackson and supported by Filipowski, to authorize Corporate Counsel to 
explore the formation of a chamber of commerce for the city of Melvindale  
 
Passed Unanimously 
 
24-12-499 Moved by Jackson and supported by Filipowski, to authorize Corporate Counsel to 
explore the proper way to form a Melvindale community fund (501c). 
 
Passed Unanimously 
 
24-12-500 Moved by Jackson and supported by Filipowski, to propose gifting $500 to the 
Melvindale’s Veterans Committee to present plaques to the businesses (10) that have supported 
their events. 
 
Yeas: Jackson, Abuali 
Nays: Filipowski, Frederick, Cartrette 
 
Motion failed. 
 
24-12-501 Moved by Abuali and supported by Jackson, to receive and place on file the invoice 
and cover sheet and to authorize the payment of invoices totaling $388,354.05 and the electronic 
transfer of $0. 
 
Passed Unanimously 
 
24-12-502 Moved by Cartrette and supported by Jackson, to adjourn at 9:02 p.m., no objections, 
so ordered. 
 
Passed Unanimously 
 
 
 
 
 
 



____________________________                                            ____________________________    
Mayor Nicole Shkira                              Linda Land, City Clerk 
 


