
Regular Council Meeting of the City of Melvindale was held in the Council Chambers on 

Wednesday, March 19, 2025 at 7:30 p.m.  

 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Nicole M. Shkira and roll call was taken: 

 

PRESENT COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Jackson, Frederick, Cartrette, Marsee, Filipowski 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Linda Land, City Clerk; Richard S. Ortiz, City Administrator/Finance 

Director; Roger Kaly, Corporation Counsel; Nick Martinez, Deputy Chief; Laura Ridenour, 

Deputy Fire Chief; Brad Burns, Chief Building Official; Brian Hill, DPW; Renee Cook, 

Fieldhouse Director   

 

25-03-102 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Marsee, to approve the regular meeting 

minutes dated March 5, 2025. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-03-103 Moved by Jackson and supported by Filipowski, to remove from table the MI Switch 

telephone system proposal. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-03-104 Moved by Jackson and supported by Filipowski, to make the switch to MI Switch 

Communications with a 5-year plan. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-03-105 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Jackson, to waive the 7 days. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-03-106 Moved by Marsee and supported by Cartrette, to remove from the table the 

reappointment of Matthew Carl for Parks and Recs Commission, new term expiring 11/18/2026. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-03-107 Moved by Marsee and supported by Filipowski, to reappoint Matthew Carl for Parks 

and Recs Commission, new term expiring 11/18/2026. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-03-108 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Jackson, to remove from the table the 

reappointment of Martha Carl for Parks and Rec Commission, new term expiring 11/18/2026. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 



25-03-109 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Jackson, to reappoint Martha Carl for Parks 

and Recs Commission, new term expiring 11/18/2026. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-03-110 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Frederick, to approve the payment of $151.99 

for a jacket for Chief Kennaley. 

 

Yeas: Jackson, Frederick, Marsee, Filipowski 

Nays: Cartrette 

 

Per email received by Clerk Land on March 20, 2025, Cartrette’s vote has changed from yea to 

nay. 

 

Motion passed 

 

25-03-111 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Marsee, to close Allen Road, from Greenfield 

to Elizabeth, for the baseball parade May 3rd from 11am-1pm. 

 

Passed Unanimously  

 

25-03-112 Moved by Jackson and supported by Marsee, to give the Field House employees a 

raise to $15.25 per hour. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-03-113 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Cartrette, to recess and close session at 

8:29p.m. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-03-114 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Marsee, to reconvene meeting at 8:57p.m. 

 

Passed Unanimously  

 

25-03-115 Moved by Jackson and supported by Marsee, to receive and place on file the 

Treasurer’s report for February 2025. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-03-116 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Marsee, to retain Garan, Lucow, and Miller as 

special counsel in the matter of  Mayor Shkira vs Melvindale City Council and Joseph Jackson 

litigation at an hourly rate of $250 and not to exceed $10,000. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 



 

25-03-117 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Jackson, to receive and place on file the 

invoice and cover sheet and authorize the payment of the approved invoices totaling $347,192.78 

and electronic transfers totaling $334,428.61. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-03-118 Moved by Cartrette supported by Jackson, to adjourn at 10:01p.m., no objections, so 

ordered. 

 

Passed Unanimously  

 

 

____________________________                                            ____________________________   

Mayor, Nicole Shkira                               Linda Land, City Clerk 


