
Regular Council Meeting of the City of Melvindale was held in the Council Chambers on 

Wednesday, April 16, 2025 at 7:30 p.m.  

 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Nicole M. Shkira and roll call was taken: 

 

PRESENT COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Jackson, Abuali, Frederick, Cartrette, Filipowski 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Linda Land, City Clerk; Richard S. Ortiz, City Administrator/Finance 

Director; Lawrence Coogan, Corporation Counsel; Nick Martinez, Deputy Chief; Laura 

Ridenour, Deputy Fire Chief; Brad Burns, Chief Building Official; Larrie Ordus, DPW; Renee 

Cook, Fieldhouse Director   

 

25-04-136 Moved by Cartrette and supported by Jackson, to approve the regular meeting minutes 

dated April 2, 2025. 

 

Yeas: Jackson, Abuali, Frederick, Cartrette 

Nays: 

Abstain: Filipowski 

 

Motion Passed 

 

25-04-137 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Cartrette, to remove from the table the 

reappointment of Sandra Sauerbeck to the Aging Commission, new term expiring 11/17/2027. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-04-138 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Jackson, to reappoint Sandra Sauerbeck to the 

Aging Commission, new term expiring 11/17/2027. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-04-139 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Jackson, to remove from the table the 

reappointment of Gloria Bermudez to the Board of Review, new term expiring 11/17/2027. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-04-140 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Jackson, to reappoint Gloria Bermudez to the 

Board of Review, new term expiring 11/17/2027. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-04-141 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Jackson, to remove from the table the 

appointment of Linda Land to the Building Authority to fill the unexpired term of Diana 

Zarazua, term expires 11/19/2025. 

 

Passed Unanimously 



 

25-04-142 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Jackson, to appoint Linda Land to the 

Building Authority to fill the unexpired term of Diana Zarazua, term expires 11/19/2025. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-04-143 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Jackson, to remove from the table the 

reappointment of Lawerence Coogan, Corporation Counsel, to the Building Authority, new term 

expires 11/17/2027. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-04-144 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Jackson, to reappoint Lawerence Coogan, 

Corporation Counsel, to the Building Authority, new term expires 11/17/2027. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-04-145 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Jackson, to remove from the table the 

reappointment of Linda Brus to the Library Commission, new term expiring 11/21/2029. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-04-146 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Jackson, to reappoint Linda Brus to the 

Library Commission, new term expiring 11/21/2029 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-04-147 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Jackson, to remove from the table the 

reappointment of Patricia Zyren to the Library Commission, new term expiring 11/21/2029 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-04-148 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Jackson, to reappoint Patricia Zyren to the 

Library Commission, new term expiring 11/21/2029. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-04-149 Moved by Jackson and supported by Filipowski, to allow Corporation Counsel along 

with the DPW Director in the Engineering department to negotiate with the Railroad company 

regarding the water main under the viaduct. 

 

25-04-150 Moved by Frederick and supported by Filipowski, to concur with the Planning 

Commission PC 25-09 to remove the existing sign and replace with an LED sign at 24951 Outer 

Drive. 

 

Passed Unanimously 



 

25-04-151 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Jackson, to concur with the Planning 

Commission PC 25-10 to approve the site plan review at 3065 Oakwood Suite D, from an office 

to food service. 

 

Yeas: Frederick 

Nays: Jackson, Abuali, Filipowski, Cartrette 

 

Motion Failed 

 

25-04-152 Moved by Filipowski supported by Frederick, to concur with the Planning 

Commission PC 25-11 to approve the site plan review for 19400 Allen Rd., to reopen the 

business, add a bathroom, additional parking, and four tenant spaces. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-04-152 Moved by Filipowski supported by Cartrette, to concur with the Planning 

Commission PC 25-12 to approve the site plan review for 2521 Oakwood for proposed 1,980 

square foot addition. 

 

Passed Unanimously  

 

25-04-153 Moved by Cartrette supported by Filipowski, to receive and place on file the 

Treasure’s report for March 2025. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-04-154 Moved by Jackson supported by Filipowski, to give Parks & Recs Commission $700 

for a deposit on a tent to be used on September 6, at the Field House. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-04-155 Moved by Frederick supported by Filipowski, to table the appointment of Debra Jones 

for Parks & Recs Commission until dates for the term can be determined.  

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-04-156 Moved by Frederick supported by Filipowski, to accept the polices and permission 

slips for the Police gym. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-04-157 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Jackson, to receive and place on file the 

invoice and cover sheet and authorize the payment of the approved invoices totaling $434,470.88 

and electronic transfers totaling $344,617.22. 

 



Passed Unanimously 

 

25-04-158 Moved by Cartrette supported by Filipowski, to adjourn at 8:41p.m., no objections, so 

ordered. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

 

 

 

 

 

____________________________                                            ____________________________   

Mayor Nicole Shkira                              Linda Land, City Clerk 


