
Regular Council Meeting of the City of Melvindale was held in the Council Chambers on 

Wednesday, May 21, 2025 at 7:30 p.m.  

 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Nicole M. Shkira and roll call was taken: 

 

PRESENT COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Jackson, Filipowski, Frederick, Cartrette, Marsee 

 

EXCUSED ABSENT COUNCIL MEMBERS: Abuali 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Linda Land, City Clerk; Richard S. Ortiz, City Administrator/Finance 

Director; Roger Kaly, Corporation Counsel; Nick Martinez, Deputy Chief; Laura Ridenour, 

Deputy Fire Chief; Brad Burns, Chief Building Official; Brian Hill, DPW; Renee Cook, 

Fieldhouse Director   

 

25-05-159 Moved by Jackson and supported by Filipowski, to approve the regular meeting 

minutes dated April 16, 2025. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-05-160 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Jackson, to remove from the table the 

appointment of Debra Jones to the Parks & Recs Commission. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-05-161 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Frederick, to appoint Debra Jones to the Parks 

& Recs Commission, to fill the unexpired term of Autumn Rhea-Smith, term expiring 

11/18/2026. 

 

Yeas: Filipowski, Frederick, Jackson 

Nays: Marsee, Cartrette 

 

Motion Passed  

 

25-05-162 Moved by Frederick and supported by Filipowski, to approve quote for $9,744 for 

Code 3 security, for Melvindale Days. 

 

Yeas: Frederick 

Nays: Jackson, Marsee, Filipowski, Cartrette 

 

Motion Failed  

 

25-05-163 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Jackson, to close the roads, Greenfield and 

Allen, for the fireworks, on June 8, 2025, from 8p.m. until midnight. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 



25-05-164 Moved by Frederick and supported by Filipowski, to approve revised policy changes 

for the Melvindale Police Gym to include all sworn officers of the Melvindale Police 

Department.  

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-05-165 Moved by Marsee and supported by Filipowski, to approve the quote for $24,043, to 

purchase new handguns. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-05-166 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Frederick, to exceed the grant amount by 

$5,000 for police fences. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-05-167 Moved by Jackson and supported by Marsee, to hire Black Diamond Security, for 

Melvindale days, at a $4,200 flat rate, subject to providing a contract for Coogan to review. 

 

Passed Unanimously  

 

25-05-168 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Marsee, to approve Aquatic Source invoice in 

the amount of $1,474, for probes. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-05-169 Moved by Marsee and supported by Filipowski, to approve Aquatic Source invoice in 

the amount of $3,521.23, for main drain valves.  

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-05-170 Move by Marsee and supported by Filipowski, to approve Aquatic Source invoice in 

the amount of $10,605.44, for media change. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-05-171 Move by Marsee and supported by Jackson, to approve and enter into the contract 

agreements between the City of Melvindale and Hennessy Engineers, for engineering and grant 

administration services of CDBG-DR projects 1 and 2. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

 

25-05-172 Move by Frederick and supported by Jackson, to hire 7 lifeguards at $15/hr. and 1 

lead lifeguard at $18.50/hr. 

 



Passed Unanimously 

 

25-05-173 Move by Frederick and supported by Filipowski, to allow Renee to handle the jazz 

festival event at the Field House.  

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-05-174 Move by Filipowski and supported by Marsee, to accept the pool fees and rules as 

written, with the correction that cigarette smoking, chewing tobacco, and vaping is not permitted 

in the pool area. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-05-175 Move by Jackson and supported by Cartrette, to table the business license at 18703 

Dix for further investigation. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-05-176 Move by Marsee and supported by Filipowski, to table the appointment of Jaime 

Lincoln to Parks & Recs. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-05-177 Move by Jackson and supported by Marsee, to table the appointment of Jennifer 

Justice to Parks & Recs, to fill the unexpired term of Nate Carella, term expiring 11/19/2025. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-05-178 Move by Filipowski and supported by Marsee, to recess at 10:25p.m. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-05-179 Move by Jackson and supported by Marsee, to reconvene at 10:35p.m. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-05-180 Move by Marsee and supported by Jackson, to reinstate the Civil Service Commission 

for all full-time employees hired by the City of Melvindale. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-05-181 Move by Marsee and supported by Jackson, to wave the 7-day waiting period on prior 

motion. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 



25-05-182 Move by Frederick and supported by Marsee, to table the appointment of Victoria 

Vandegeest to the Historical Commission, to fill the vacant term, term expiring 11/19/2025. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-05-183 Move by Marsee and supported by Filipowski, to approve Mary Depalma to run the 

Safety town from 7/14/2025 through 7/25/2025. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-05-184 Move by Marsee and supported by Cartrette, to approve payment of $2,500 to the 

Guidance Center. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-05-185 Move by Filipowski and supported by Jackson, to receive and place on file the 

invoice and cover sheet and authorize the payment of the approved invoices totaling 

$2,165,412.54 and electronic transfers totaling $343,802.51. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-05-185 Move by Cartrette and supported by Jackson, to adjourn at 11:35p.m., no objections, 

so ordered. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

____________________________                                            ____________________________   

Mayor Nicole Shkira                              Linda Land, City Clerk 


