
Regular Council Meeting of the City of Melvindale was held in the Council Chambers on 
Wednesday, June 4, 2025 at 7:30 p.m.  
 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Nicole M. Shkira and roll call was taken: 
 
PRESENT COUNCIL MEMBERS: Abuali, Jackson, Filipowski, Frederick, Cartrette, Marsee 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Tara Myatt, Deputy Clerk; Richard S. Ortiz, City Administrator/Finance 
Director; Larry Coogan, Corporation Counsel; Nick Martinez, Deputy Chief; Laura Ridenour, 
Deputy Fire Chief; Brad Burns, Chief Building Official; Brian Hill, DPW; Renee Cook, 
Fieldhouse Director   
 
25-06-186 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Jackson, to approve the regular meeting 
minutes dated May 21, 2025. 
 
Passed Unanimously 
 
25-06-187 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Jackson, to remove from the table the 
business license at 18703 Dix. 
 
Passed Unanimously 
 
25-06-188 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Abuali, to approve the business license at 
18703 Dix with quarterly review. 
 
Yeas: Filipowski, Frederick, Jackson, Abuali 
Nays: Marsee, Cartrette 
 
Motion Passed  
 
25-06-189 Moved by Marsee and supported by Filipowski, to remove for the table the 
appointment of Jaime Lincoln to Parks & Recs. 
 
Passed Unanimously 
 
25-06-190 Moved by Marsee and supported by Cartrette, to approve the appointment of Jaime 
Lincoln to Parks & Recs, to fill the vacant term, term expiring 11/19/2025. 
 
Passed Unanimously 
 
25-06-191 Moved by Marsee and supported by Filipowski, to remove from the table the 
appointment of Jennifer Justice, to fill the unexpired term of Nate Carella, term expiring 
11/19/2025.  
 
Passed Unanimously 
 



25-06-192 Moved by Marsee and supported by Filipowski, to approve the appointment of 
Jennifer Justice to Parks & Recs, to fill the unexpired term of Nate Carella, term expiring 
11/19/2025. 
 
Passed Unanimously 
 
25-06-193 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Marsee, to remove form the table the 
appointment of Victoria Vandegeest to the Historical Commission, to fill the vacant term, term 
expiring 11/19/2025. 
 
Passed Unanimously 
 
25-06-194 Moved by  Filipowski and supported by Jackson, to approve the appointment of 
Victoria Vandegeest to the Historical Commission, to fill the vacant term, term expiring 
11/19/2025. 
 
Passed Unanimously  
 
25-06-195 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Frederick, to approve quote and licenses for 
10 new Axon body cameras. 
 
Passed Unanimously 
 
25-06-196 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Jackson, to waive 7-day waiting period. 
 
Passed Unanimously 
 
25-06-197 Move Jackson and supported by Filipowski, to adopt new policies that were approved 
by the Public Safety Commission for the Flock. 
 
Passed Unanimously 
 
25-06-198 Move by Filipowski and supported by Marsee, to approve the sale of three used police 
vehicles to the Wayne County Sheriffs at $1,000 per vehicle. 
 
Passed Unanimously 
 
25-06-199 Move by Filipowski and supported by Abuali, to approve quote from Mustang Fence, 
for new security gate in the amount of $25,750. 
 
Passed Unanimously 
 
25-06-200 Move by Frederick and supported by Filipowski, to allow DPW to use vacant parcel 
at 3908 Stanley Ave., for staging their equipment. 
 
Passed Unanimously 



 
25-06-201 Move by Cartrette and supported by Filipowski, to raise water rates as recommended 
by Hennessy Engineering, and required by Great Lakes Water Authority. Effective date of July 
1, 2025 for a 6.14 increase in water rates and a 4.5 increase in sewer rates. 
 
Yeas: Jackson, Abuali, Filipowski, Frederick, Cartrette 
Nays: Marsee 
 
Motion Passed 
 
25-06-202 Move by Filipowski and supported by Jackson, to approve the cost of special events, 
for Field House rental, for 5 hours, with a minimum fee of $2,500. 
 
Passed Unanimously 
 
25-06-203 Move by Jackson and supported by Filipowski, to approve the 24th District Court 
budget for fiscal year end, June of 2026 as presented. 
 
Passed Unanimously 
 
25-06-204 Move by Marsee and supported by Filipowski, to approve the renewal of the existing 
contract with Ulliance. 
 
Passed Unanimously 
 
25-06-205 Move by Marsee and supported by Filipowski, to recess into closed session at 
9:47p.m. 
 
Passed Unanimously 
 
25-06-206 Move by Filipowski and supported by Marsee, to reconvene at 10:02p.m. 
 
Passed Unanimously 
 
25-06-207 Move by Jackson and supported by Filipowski, to hire Proctor Consultant 
Investigation Group to investigate the Police Department and the discipline of its employees, as 
well as the Public Safety Commission, with a retainer of $5,000. 
 
Passed Unanimously 
 
25-06-208 Move by Filipowski and supported by Jackson, to receive and place on file the 
resignation of Linda Land as City Clerk. 
 
Yeas: Jackson, Abuali, Filipowski, Frederick, Cartrette 
Nays: Marsee 
 



Motion Passed 
 
25-06-209 Move by Marsee and supported Filipowski, to return $1,150 to Mike Hacham for 
refund for cleaning the rental hall kitchen. 
 
Yeas: Jackson, Abuali, Marsee, Filipowski 
Abstain: Frederick, Cartrette 
 
Motion Passed 
 
25-06-210 Move by Jackson and supported by Marsee, to translate the agenda into Arabic and 
Spanish on website and paper copies. 
 
Passed Unanimously 
 
25-06-211 Move by Marsee and supported by Filipowski, to put a sign in the front yard of City 
Hall to advertise music in the park. 
 
Passed Unanimously 
 
25-06-212 Move by Jackson and supported by Cartrette, to allow the Safety Commission to 
explore options for the Deputy Chief  that will allow him to fully carry out his duties, including 
disciplining his fellow employees. 
 
Yeas: Jackson, Marsee, Cartrette 
Nays: Filipowski, Frederick 
Abstain: Abuali 
 
Motion Failed 
 
25-06-213 Move by Abuali and supported by Jackson, to receive and place on file the invoice 
and cover sheet and authorize the payment of the approved invoices totaling $355,483.35 and 
electronic transfers totaling $0. 
 
Passed Unanimously 
 
25-06-214 Move by Marsee and supported by Jackson, to adjourn at 11:57p.m., no objections, so 
ordered. 
 
Passed Unanimously 
 
 
 
 
____________________________                                         
  Mayor Nicole Shkira                           


