
Regular Council Meeting of the City of Melvindale was held in the Council Chambers on 

Wednesday, July 16, 2025 at 7:30 p.m.  

 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Nicole M. Shkira and roll call was taken: 

 

PRESENT COUNCIL MEMBERS: Abuali, Jackson, Frederick, Cartrette, Marsee 

 

EXCUSED ABSENT COUNCIL MEMBERS: Filipowski 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Tara Myatt, Deputy Clerk; Richard S. Ortiz, City Administrator/Finance 

Director; Larry Coogan, Corporation Counsel; Robert Kennaley, Police Chief; Brad Burns, Chief 

Building Official; Brian Hill, DPW 

 

25-07-235 Moved by Cartrette and supported by Jackson, to amend the agenda. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-07-236 Moved by Marsee and supported by Jackson, to approve Amanda Brithinee to become 

a Magistrate of the 24th District Court. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-07-237 Moved by Marsee and supported by Cartrette, to approve $1,000 to do a survey to 

update the property taxes for Cleveland Cliff. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-07-238 Moved by Cartrette and supported by Abuali, to approve the regular meeting minutes 

dated June 18, 2025. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-07-239 Moved by Cartrette and supported by Jackson, to remove from the table the 

appointment of Lisa Powell for the City Clerk position. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-07-240 Moved by Cartrette and supported by Abuali, to appoint Lisa Powell for the City 

Clerk position. 

 

Nays: Jackson, Abuali, Marsee, Cartrette 

Abstain: Frederick 

 

Motion Failed 

 



25-07-241 Moved by Cartrette and supported by Marsee, to hire Eriglen Fasho to be a Police 

Officer. 

 

Yeas: Jackson, Marsee, Cartrette 

Nays: Abuali, Frederick  

 

Motion Passed 

 

25-07-242 Moved by Frederick and supported by Abuali, to hire the first three officers on the 

eligibility list. 

 

Yeas: Abuali, Frederick 

Nays: Jackson, Marsee, Cartrette 

 

Motion Failed 

 

25-07-243 Moved by Marsee and supported by Jackson, to award the contract to T&M Asphalt 

Paving in the amount of $958,820 which includes a 10% contingency for the Civic Arena 

Fieldhouse parking lot rehabilitation project.  

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-07-244 Moved by Jackson and supported by Marsee, to waive the 7-day waiting period. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-07-245 Moved by Jackson and supported by Cartrette, to concur with the Planning 

Commission, PC25-29, to approve the site plan and installation of a daycare playground at 18621 

Allen Rd. pending their specifications.  

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-07-246 Moved Jackson and supported by Marsee, to approve payment to Johnson Sign Co. in 

the amount of $12,000 for the Senior portion. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-07-247 Moved by Marsee and supported by Jackson, to approve Johnson Sign Co. for the 

Senior Center sign on the side of the building, not to exceed $1,000. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-07-248 Moved by Marsee and supported by Abuali, to approve payout to Jessica Winward in 

the amount of $6,645.72. 

 

Passed Unanimously 



 

25-07-249 Moved by Marsee and supported by Jackson, to let Council have the ability to 

purchase lots with first rights of refusal, with the contingency that they are worth it. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-07-250 Moved by Marsee and supported by Jackson, to recess into closed session at 9:01p.m. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-07-251 Move by Marsee and supported by Cartrette, to reconvene at 9:29p.m. 

 

Passed Unaimously 

 

25-07-252 Moved by Jackson and supported by Marsee, to approve the hiring of outside counsel 

for the purposes of prosecution, with a budget of $5,000 for Ed Zelnik and Mike Hurley, to 

handle a trial due to conflicts of interest with Corporation Counsel. 

 

Yeas: Jackson, Abuali, Marsee, Cartrette 

Abstain: Frederick 

 

Motion Passed  

 

25-07-253 Moved by Jackson and supported by Marsee, to modify the pay scale for Larry Ordis, 

increase of $25,000 a year, Rich Ortiz, increase of $35,000 a year, and Corporation counsel, 

increase of $35,000 a year. 

 

Yeas: Jackson, Marsee, Cartrette 

Nays: Abuali, Frederick 

 

Motion Passed 

 

25-07-254 Moved by Marsee and supported by Jackson, to receive and place on file the treasures 

report for June 2025. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-07-255 Moved by Jackson and supported by Marsee, to adjourn at 10:41p.m. 

 

Yeas: Jackson, Marsee 

Nays: Abuali, Frederick 

Abstain: Cartrette 

 

Motion Failed 

 



25-07-256 Moved by Frederick and supported by Abuali, to pay all outstanding invoices relating 

to police uniforms and equipment. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-07-257 Moved by Marsee and supported by Jackson, to receive and place on file the 

resignation letter of Muthana Gubran from the Planning Commission. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-07-258 Moved by Jackson and supported by Marsee, to receive and place on file the 

resignation letter of Akram Gubran from the Planning Commission. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-07-259 Moved by Abuali and supported by Jackson, to receive and place on file the invoice 

and cover sheet and authorize the payment of the approved invoices totaling $633,138.12. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

25-07-260 Moved by Cartrette and supported by Jackson, to adjourn at 11:04p.m., no objections, 

so ordered. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

 

 

 

____________________________                                         

  Mayor Nicole Shkira                           


