
Regular Council Meeting of the City of Melvindale was held in the Council Chambers on 

Wednesday, January 7, 2026 at 7:30 p.m.  

 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Nicole M. Shkira and roll call was taken: 

 

PRESENT COUNCIL MEMBERS: Jackson, Abuali, Filipowski, Marsee, Frederick, Cartrette 

 

ALSO PRESENT: David Zajac, City Clerk; Richard S. Ortiz, City Administrator/Finance 

Director; Larry Coogan, Corporation Counsel; Chris Egan, Police Chief; Daryl Campbell, 

Assistant Police Chief; Brad Burns, Chief Building Official; Larrie Ordus, DPW; Khaled 

Ahmed, Treasurer 

 

26-01-01 Moved by Cartrette and supported by Filipowski, to approve the regular meeting 

minutes dated December 17, 2025. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

26-01-02 Moved by Jackson and supported by Filipowski, to approve payment to Wex Inc, for 

outstanding balance. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

26-01-03 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Marsee, to recess into closed session at 

8:01p.m. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

26-01-04 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Cartrette, to reconvene at 8:40p.m. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

26-01-05 Moved by Jackson and supported by Cartrette, to hire outside counsel due to the 

conflict of interest between the Mayor and the City Council regarding an unfair labor practice 

that was filed by AFSCME. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

26-01-06 Moved by Jackson and supported by Filipowski, to publish a public hearing for 

ordinance 783, regarding the limitation of all Auto related facilities in the city of Melvindale. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

 

26-01-07 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Marsee, to close roads on May 2, 2026 from 

10: 30a.m to 12: 00p.m for the little league parade. 

 



Passed Unanimously 

 

26-01-08 Moved by Cartrette and supported by Marsee, to table the reappointment of Alice Bliss 

to the Aging Commission, new term expiring 11/15/2028. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

26-01-09 Moved by Cartrette and supported by Marsee, to table the appointment of David Zajac 

to the Building Authority, term expiring 11/15/2028. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

26-01-10 Moved by Cartrette and supported by Marsee, to table the reappointment of Richard 

Ortiz to the Building Authority, new term expiring 11/15/2028. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

26-01-11 Moved by Cartrette and supported by Marsee, to table the reappointment of Diane Rink 

to the Civil Service Commission, new term expiring 11/20/2030. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

26-01-12 Moved by Cartrette and supported by Jackson, to table the reappointment of Michael 

Quint to the Construction Board of Appeals, new term expiring 11/20/2030. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

26-01-13 Moved by Cartrette and supported by Marsee, to table the reappointment of Dennis 

Kristel to the Construction Board of Appeals, new term expiring 11/20/2030. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

26-01-14 Moved by Cartrette and supported by Marsee, to table the reappointment of Diane Rink 

to the Compensation Board, new term expiring 11/20/2030. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

26-01-15 Moved by Cartrette and supported by Filipowski, to table the reappointment of Victoria 

Vandergeest to the Historical Commission, new term expiring 11/20/2030. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

26-01-16 Moved by Cartrette and supported by Filipowski, to table the reappointment of Hector 

Cotto to the Housing Commission, new term expiring 11/20/2030. 

 

Passed Unanimously 



 

26-01-17 Moved by Cartrette and supported by Abuali, to table the reappointment of Angela 

Lupinski to the Library Commission, new term expiring 11/20/2030. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

26-01-18 Moved by Cartrette and supported by Filipowski, to table the reappointment of Cheryl 

Kramer to the Planning Commission, new term expiring 11/15/2028. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

26-01-19 Moved by Cartrette and supported by Filipowski, to table the reappointment of Scott 

Hall to the Planning Commission, new term expiring 11/15/2028. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

26-01-20 Moved by Cartrette and supported by Filipowski, to table the reappointment of Kevin 

McIssac to the Public Safety Commission, new term expiring 11/20/2030. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

26-01-21 Moved by Cartrette and supported by Filipowski, to table the reappointment of 

Leonard Walker to the Zoning Board of Appeals, new term expiring 11/15/2028. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

26-01-22 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Jackson, to receive and place on file the 

invoice and cover sheet and authorized the payment of invoices totaling $850,991.64, and 

electronic transfers totaling $0. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

26-01-23 Moved by Jackson and supported by Cartrette, to adjourn at 9:30p.m. no objections, so 

ordered. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

 

  

____________________________          

                                           

 Mayor, Nicole Shkira                City Clerk, David Zajac               

  


