
Regular Council Meeting of the City of Melvindale was held in the Council Chambers on 

Wednesday, March 18, 2026 at 7:30 p.m.  

 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Nicole M. Shkira and roll call was taken: 

 

PRESENT COUNCIL MEMBERS: Jackson, Abuali, Filipowski, Marsee, Cartrette 

ABSENT COUNCIL MEMBERS: Frederick  

 

ALSO PRESENT: David Zajac, City Clerk; Richard S. Ortiz, City Administrator/Finance 

Director; Larry Coogan, Corporation Counsel; Brad Burns, Chief Building Official; Khaled 

Ahmed, Treasurer; Christopher Egan, Police Chief; Daryl Campbell, Assistant Police Chief 

 

26-03-112 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Marsee, to approve WeConnect, for mental 

health support, for all employees. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

26-03-113 Moved by Marsee and supported by Filipowski, to waive 7-day waiting period for 

previous motion. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

26-03-114 Moved by Cartrette and supported by Abuali, to have Hennessey Engineers do soccer 

field study, place the 4 corners identified on the field, and assess the parking lot. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

26-03-115 Moved by Jackson and supported by Marsee, to hire Rick M. as a FAN employee for 

the Police Department and implement QRT overdose team. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

26-03-116 Moved by Jackson and supported by Abuali, to approve the regular meeting minutes 

dated March 4, 2026. 

 

Yeas: Jackosn, Abuali, Marsee. Cartrette 

Abstain: Filipowski 

 

Motion Passed 

 

26-03-117 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Marsee, to close the regular meeting at 

8:10p.m. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 



26-03-118 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Marsee, to open the public hearing at 

8:10p.m. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

26-03-119 Moved by Jackson and supported by Filipowski, to close the public hearing at 

8:23p.m. 

 

Passed Unanimously  

 

26-03-120 Moved by Marsee and supported by Filipowski, to reopen the regular meeting at 

8:23p.m. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

26-03-121 Moved by Marsee and supported by Filipowski, to approve Honor Guard training for 

2 officers every year. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

26-03-122 Moved by Jackson and supported by Filipowski, to approve CNT test for Lieutenant 

Rahman. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

26-03-123 Moved by Marsee and supported by Cartrette, to recess into closed session at 

8:32p.m. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

26-03-124 Moved by Marsee and supported by Filipowski, to reconvene meeting at 9:01p.m. 

 

Passed Unanimously  

 

26-03-125 Moved by Jackson and supported by Cartrette, to resolve the litigation with the FOIA 

issue, for a total amount of $625, with no admission of guilt or responsibility on either behalf. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

26-03-126 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Abuali, to receive and place on file the 

treasures report for February 2026. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 



26-03-127 Moved by Jackson and supported by Marsee, to approve to request an application for 

FY27 Community Project Funding in the amount of $1,000,000 for the Fire Department and 

services, through the offices of congress women Elissa Slotkin. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

26-03-128 Moved by Marsee and supported by Filipowski, to waive 7-day waiting period for the 

previous motion. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

26-03-129 Moved by Jackson and supported by Marsee, to purchase a new PA system, not to 

exceed $3,000. 

 

Yeas: Jackson 

Nays: Abuali, Filipowski, Marsee, Cartrette 

 

Motion Failed 

 

26-03-130 Moved by Cartrette and supported by Jackson, to table the appointment of Keith 

Lozar to the Parks & Recs Commission to fill the expired term of Jennifer Justice, new term 

expiring 11/15/2028. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

26-03-131 Moved by Cartrette and supported by Marsee, to table the appointment of Jessica 

Tucker to the Parks and Recs Commission to fill the expired term of Karen Frederick, new term 

expiring 11/15/2028. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

26-03-132 Moved by Cartrette and supported by Marsee, to table the appointment of Odai Al-

Hajri to the Parks & Recs Commission to fill the unexpired term of Vanessa Mendez, term 

expiring 11/17/2027. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

26-03-133 Moved by Cartrette and supported by Marsee, to receive and place on file the 

resignation of Carol Williams from the Parks & Recs Commission, effective February 17, 2026. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

26-03-134 Moved by Cartrette and supported by Marsee, to receive and place on file the 

resignation of Jamie Lincoln from the Parks and Recs Commission, effective February 24, 2026. 

 

Passed Unanimously 



 

26-03-135 Moved by Filipowski and supported by Jackson, to receive and place on file the 

invoice and cover sheet and authorized the payment of invoices totaling $817,841.57, and 

electronic transfers totaling $359,723.24. 

 

 

Passed Unanimously 

 

 

26-03-136 Moved by Cartrette and supported by Jackson, to adjourn at 9:58p.m. no objections, 

so ordered. 

 

Passed Unanimously 

  

 

 

____________________________          

                                           

 Mayor, Nicole Shkira                City Clerk, David Zajac               

  


